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Just a few words ... 
 

Dear shogi friends, 

 

for the third consecutive year the Shogi Yearbook reports about shogi events in the world of 

professionals and amateurs.  

 

There are quite many shogi enthusiasts who kindly supported this year's edition in different ways. 

 

I want to thank  

Reijer Grimbergen for his comments of the title match games which were originally posted on the 

óShogi-Lô mailing list (on http://www2.teu.ac.jp/gamelab/SHOGI/kifumain.html  you will find more 

commented games), 

Bernhard C. März for his great software 'BCM Games', 

Karolina StyczyŒska for her report about her first months in Japan, 

Misako Iijima-Rövekamp, Adam Skalny and Andrei Lysenka for their photos, 

AONO Teruichi for the interview and Frank Rövekamp for the translation, 

and MANABU Terao for the permission of using articles he published first in the forum of 

81squareuniverse.  

 

If you have suggestions for next year's edition, reports, photos and good ideas, please send them to 

info@shogi24.com . 

 

I hope you enjoy the Shogi Yearbook 2013 ! 
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62. Osho  
 

62. Osho league 

 
 

A score of 100 % made WATANABE Akira the clear winner of the Osho league. After defending his 

Ryu-O title he could try to win his second title. 
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62th Osho title match  
 

Game 1 

2013-01-13/14 

Sente: SATO Yasumitsu, Osho 

Gote: WATANABE Akira, Challenger 

 

1.P2g - 2f     00:00:00  00:00:00  

 

After the first attempt at furigoma didn't 

produce a result because a pawn landed on its 

side, the second pawn toss resulted in three 

pawns, giving Osho title holder Sato the black 

pieces in this first game. A little good omen 

maybe, because he also won the furigoma last 

year. He may need these little pieces of 

fortune, because he is not having such good 

results against Watanabe. 

 

2.P8c - 8d     00:00:00  00:00:00  

3.P2f - 2e     00:00:00  00:00:00  

4.P8d - 8e     00:00:00  00:01:00  

5.G6i - 7h     00:00:00  00:01:00  

6.G4a - 3b     00:00:00  00:01:00  

7.P2e - 2d     00:00:00  00:01:00  

8.P2cx2d     00:00:00  00:02:00  

9.R2hx2d     00:00:00  00:02:00  

10.P*2c      00:00:00  00:02:00  

11.R2d - 2h    00:00:00  00:02:00  

 
Both players play a variety of openings, but the 

Aigakari opening was a little bit of a surprise. It 

was actually 10 years since the last time this 

opening was played in the Osho match. 

 

12.P9c - 9d    00:00:00  00:05:00  

13.P9g - 9f    00:01:00  00:05:00  

14.P3c - 3d    00:01:00  00:08:00  

15.S3i - 3h    00:01:00  00:08:00  

16.S7a - 6b    00:01:00  00:13:00  

17.S3h - 2g    00:05:00  00:13:00  

18.P8e - 8f    00:05:00  00:14:00  

19.P8gx8f    00:05:00  00:14:00  

20.R8bx8f    00:05:00  00:14:00  

21.P*8g      00:06:00  00:14:00  

22.R8f - 8d    00:06:00  00:14:00  

23.S2g - 3f    00:07:00  00:14:00  

24.B2b - 3c    00:07:00  00:15:00  

25.P1g - 1f    00:35:00  00:15:00  

26.S3a - 2b    00:35:00  00:22:00  

27.P1f - 1e    00:36:00  00:22:00  

28.K5a - 4a    00:36:00  00:22:00  

29.P7g - 7f    00:43:00  00:22:00  

30.G6a - 5a    00:43:00  00:39:00  

31.P4g - 4f    00:57:00  00:39:00  

32.P7c - 7d    00:57:00  01:01:00  

33.S3f - 4e    01:15:00  01:01:00  

34.N8a - 7c    01:15:00  01:26:00  

35.P6g - 6f    01:45:00  01:26:00  

36.P5c - 5d!?  01:45:00  01:35:00  

 

 
 

Watanabe has no intention of trying to defend 

the head of the bishop. Instead, he throws 

another pawn at Sato to take. This makes his 

intentions very clear. He is not going to wait for 

the black attack, he will sacrifice a pawn and 

use the time to build an attacking formation 

himself. The pawn push to 5d also takes away 

Sato's option to play a slow, strategic game. 

Sato has to take either pawn and hope that he 

can stop the white attack and make the extra 

material count. 

 

37.S4ex3d    02:29:00  01:35:00  

38.B3c - 4d    02:29:00  01:38:00  

39.S7i - 6h    03:01:00  01:38:00  

40.P7d - 7e    03:01:00  01:48:00  
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41.S6h - 6g    03:12:00  01:48:00  

42.P5d - 5e    03:12:00  01:50:00  

43.S3d - 2e    03:32:00  01:50:00  

44.B4d - 5c    03:32:00  01:55:00  

45.P7fx7e    03:33:00  01:55:00  

46.B5cx7e    03:33:00  02:02:00  

47.K5i - 4h    04:01:00  02:02:00  

48.B7e - 5c    04:01:00  02:15:00  

49.N8i - 7g    04:09:00  02:15:00  

50.N2a - 3c    04:09:00  03:24:00  

51.S2e - 3f    04:09:00  03:24:00  

52.R8d - 7d    04:09:00  03:24:00  

53.N7g - 6e    04:20:00  03:24:00  

54.N7cx6e    04:20:00  03:37:00  

55.P6fx6e    04:20:00  03:37:00  

56.P5e - 5f    04:20:00  03:37:00  

57.P5gx5f    04:31:00  03:37:00  

58.P*3e      04:31:00  03:50:00  

59.S3f - 4g    04:39:00  03:50:00  

60.B5c - 7e    04:39:00  03:53:00  

61.K4h - 3h    04:59:00  03:53:00  

62.B7e - 5g+   04:59:00  04:09:00  

63.P*7f      06:23:00  04:09:00  

64.R7d - 2d    06:23:00  04:31:00  

 

 
 

White has created a promoted bishop, but that 

bishop is now in a very confined space. The 

immediate black threat is S6f, which wins the 

bishop, so white has no option but to put all his 

eggs in one basket. Either his attack will 

succeed, or he will die trying. 

 

65.P*2e?     06:34:00  04:31:00  

 

This helps white a lot. Correct was 65.P*2g 

and after 66.N4e Px4e is not good because of 

N*4f and the white attack continues, but after 

66.N4e B5e Nx3g+ Kx3g and even if white 

plays R3d as in the game, the black bishop is 

in a much better position while white has one 

pawn less in hand, so this is clearly better for 

black than in the game. After 65.P*2e, the 

white attack keeps rolling on. 

 

66.N3cx2e    06:34:00  04:33:00  

67.P*2f      06:34:00  04:33:00  

68.N2ex3g+   06:34:00  04:34:00  

69.K3hx3g    06:34:00  04:34:00  

70.R2d - 3d!   06:34:00  04:34:00  

 

 
 

This is a very strong move, but it needs a 

strong follow-up. In the press room, this follow-

up was not found, so 70.R3d was met with 

surprise. 

 

71.G4i - 4h    06:39:00  04:34:00  

72.P3e - 3f    06:39:00  05:03:00  

73.S4gx3f    07:48:00  05:03:00  

74.N*2d!     07:48:00  05:09:00  

 

In the press room only 74.Rx3f was analyzed 

and the conclusion was that the white attack is 

not strong enough. However, 74.N*2d is much 

better and gives the white attack much more 

strength. 

 

75.P*3e      07:48:00  05:09:00  

76.N2dx3f    07:48:00  05:09:00  

77.K3gx3f    07:48:00  05:09:00  

78.S*4g      07:48:00  05:11:00  

79.G4hx4g    07:48:00  05:11:00  

80.R3dx3e    07:48:00  05:11:00  

81.K3fx3e    07:48:00  05:11:00  

82.+B5gx4g   07:48:00  05:11:00  

83.S6g - 5h!   07:48:00  05:11:00  
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A number of people in the press room were 

already penciling in a win for Watanabe, but 

Sato is not ready to give up yet. This silver pull 

back is a very strong defensive move. If black 

tries to put pressure on the promoted bishop 

by 83.N*5i or R*4i then 84.P*3d K4e P4d K5e 

+B5g and the black king cannot get back into 

the own camp through 6f, which means it is 

doomed in the middle of the board. Watanabe 

was surprised when 83.S5h was played here, 

because he didn't think it was possible. He 

only looked at 83.S*5h, which obviously gives 

black a full silver less in hand. Sato played 

83.S5h with a huge sigh, indicating that he still 

thought his position was losing, but that it was 

the only move that could delay the end. 

 

84.G*3f      07:48:00  05:33:00  

85.K3e - 2e    07:48:00  05:33:00  

86.+B4gx4f   07:48:00  05:33:00  

87.P*3g      07:48:00  05:33:00  

88.P1c - 1d    07:48:00  05:33:00  

89.P1ex1d    07:48:00  05:33:00  

90.P*1h      07:48:00  05:33:00  

91.P3gx3f    07:52:00  05:33:00  

92.+B4fx2h   07:52:00  05:35:00  

93.N*4e?     07:57:00  05:35:00  

 

 
 

Sato has been trying hard with his exposed 

king, but when the time comes to set up an 

attack of his own, he misses the right move. If 

he would have played 93.N*3d here, the 

position would still have been quite difficult. 

Sato didn't like 94.P*3c after that, but black 

has 95.R*2a G3a Rx3a+ Sx3a Bx3c+ which is 

a mating threat with black still having a lot of 

pieces in hand. Therefore, Watanabe planned 

to answer 93.N*3d with 94.Px1i+, but then also 

95.R*2a and 96.L*3a Nx2b+ R*2d K3e Gx2b 

N*3c Gx3c Bx3c=!  P*3d K4e N*5c K5d N*4b 

K4c G5b and now P*4c is mate with a pawn 

drop, so black wins. Maybe no surprise that 

Sato missed this variation when he was getting 

into time trouble. 

 

94.P1hx1i+   07:57:00  05:52:00  

95.N*3g      07:57:00  05:52:00  

96.L*3c      07:57:00  06:09:00  

97.R*2a      07:58:00  06:09:00  

98.P*3a      07:58:00  06:09:00  

99.N*3d      07:59:00  06:09:00  

100.+B2hx2i  07:59:00  06:35:00  

101.N4ex3c+  07:59:00  06:35:00  

102.S2bx3c   07:59:00  06:35:00  

103.B8hx3c+  07:59:00  06:35:00  

104.G3bx3c   07:59:00  06:35:00  

105.R2ax3a+  07:59:00  06:35:00  

106.K4ax3a   07:59:00  06:35:00  

107.S*2b     07:59:00  06:35:00  

108.K3a - 4a   07:59:00  06:35:00  

109.S2bx3c=  07:59:00  06:35:00  

110.R*2d     07:59:00  06:35:00  

111.K2e - 3e   07:59:00  06:35:00  

112.R2dx3d   07:59:00  06:35:00  

113.K3ex3d   07:59:00  06:35:00  

114.+B2ix5f  07:59:00  06:35:00  

115.P*4e     07:59:00  06:35:00  

116.N*2b     07:59:00  06:38:00  

117.K3dx2c   07:59:00  06:38:00  

118.B*1b     07:59:00  06:38:00  

119.K2c - 2d   07:59:00  06:38:00  

120.R*3d     07:59:00  06:42:00  

121.K2d - 2e   07:59:00  06:42:00  

122.R3dx3c   07:59:00  06:42:00  

123.G*2d     07:59:00  06:42:00  

124.R3c - 3d   07:59:00  06:45:00  

125.S*3b     07:59:00  06:45:00  

126.R3dx3b   07:59:00  06:45:00  

127.L*3c     07:59:00  06:45:00  

128.S*3d     07:59:00  06:45:00  

129.K2e - 1e   07:59:00  06:45:00  

130.N*2c     07:59:00  06:46:00  

Resigns      07:59:00  06:46:00  
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Black has been trying hard to get back in the 

game, but it has not been enough. Here 

131.Gx2c is answered by the mating threat 

Sx2c. Also, Lx3b+ is not a mate. Finally, the 

early escape 131.K1f fails to 132.P*1e and 

mate. Left without any options to play on, Sato 

resigned here. On the surface this was a very 

convincing win by Watanabe, but the game 

was actually quite complicated, giving Sato 

hope for the rest of the match. Still, he is 1-0 

down and has a difficult game with the white 

pieces coming up. 

 

Standing after game 1: 

Sato ï Watanabe 0-1 
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Game 2 

 

2013-01-26/27 

Sente: WATANABE Akira, Challenger 

Gote: SATO Yasumitsu, Osho 

 

 

1.P2g - 2f     00:00:00  00:00:00  

2.P3c - 3d     00:00:00  00:00:00  

3.P7g - 7f     00:01:00  00:00:00  

4.B2bx8h+    00:01:00  00:00:00  

 

One of the attractions of Sato's game is that he 

always wants to surprise his opponent  in the 

opening. Exchanging the bishop early with 

white is mentioned in every opening book for 

beginners as a bad example. It gives up not 

one, but two moves because the black silver 

can move up for free. However, as the famous 

Kakugawari with tempo loss opening shows, 

things are not so easy as written in the theory 

books. 

 

5.S7ix8h     00:02:00  00:00:00  

6.S3a - 4b     00:02:00  00:00:00  

7.S3i - 4h     00:07:00  00:00:00  

8.S4b - 3c     00:07:00  00:00:00  

9.K5i - 6h     00:10:00  00:00:00  

10.R8b - 2b    00:10:00  00:01:00  

11.P9g - 9f    00:13:00  00:01:00  

12.K5a - 6b    00:13:00  00:11:00  

13.P9f - 9e    00:14:00  00:11:00  

14.K6b - 7b    00:14:00  00:12:00  

15.K6h - 7h    00:14:00  00:12:00  

16.P2c - 2d    00:14:00  00:12:00  

17.S8h - 7g    00:19:00  00:12:00  

18.K7b - 8b    00:19:00  00:19:00  

19.K7h - 8h    00:26:00  00:19:00  

20.G4a - 5b    00:26:00  01:03:00  

21.G6i - 7h    00:26:00  01:03:00  

22.S7a - 7b    00:26:00  01:03:00  

23.P3g - 3f    01:01:00  01:03:00  

24.S3c - 4d    01:01:00  01:06:00  

25.P4g - 4f    01:10:00  01:06:00  

26.N2a - 3c    01:10:00  01:24:00  

27.N2i - 3g    01:23:00  01:24:00  

28.B*1d?!    01:23:00  01:55:00  

 

 
 

For a while it looked like this game would 

become a quiet Mukaibisha opening, but Sato 

is not having any of it. This is not really a 

common square to drop a bishop, but the idea 

is not so strange. The direct threat is to take 

the pawn on the head of the knight and attack 

this weakness with bishop support after that. If 

black tries to defend the pawn with 29.S4g, 

then 30.P3e is very strong. Countering with 

29.N4e or 29.P4e might exchange the knight 

on 3g, which is not bad for black, but at the 

same time the white bishop position on 1d is 

becoming more dangerous. 

 

29.G4i - 3h!   02:07:00  01:55:00  

 

The move 28.B*1d surprised everyone, except 

the person it was meant to surprise. This is a 

very strong counter. Even though Watanabe 

took 44 minutes for this move, he explained 

after the game that he had experience with a 

similar position, so he was not so worried 

about the bishop on 1d here. With 29.G3h, 

Watanabe sacrifices the pawn on 3f in 

exchange for development of his generals and 

pressure on the white bishop. 

 

30.B1dx3f    02:07:00  02:55 :00  

31.S4h - 4g    02:07:00  02:55:00  

32.B3f - 5d    02:07:00  02:56:00  

33.S4g - 5f    02:08:00  02:56:00  

34.B5d - 3f    02:08:00  03:24:00  

35.G3h - 4g    02:32:00  03:24:00  

36.P3d - 3e    02:32:00  03:31:00  

 

White is already giving up on the bishop he so 

positively dropped on 1d, which clearly was not 

the way Sato envisioned it. However, he has 

no choice, because after 36.B5d P4e the black 

bishop is in a very bad position and after 

36.B1d P1f  S5e P2e Sx5f Gx5f and white 
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cannot develop the knight with Nx2e because 

an attack with N*7d  is too strong. 

 

37.P4f - 4e    03:05:00  03:31:00  

 

 
 

The sealed move and Sato admitted after the 

game that he already felt like he was in trouble 

here. 

 

38.N3cx4e    03:05:00  04:36:00  

39.N3gx4e    03:06:00  04:36:00  

40.B3f - 1d    03:06:00  04:36:00  

 

No choice but to move the bishop again. After 

40.S5e Gx3f  Px3f Sx5e P3g+ R2i N*4e S4f! is 

a very cool defense. Again, if white gives up a 

knight the attack with N*7d is too strong. 

 

41.P1g - 1f    04:16:00  04:36:00  

42.S4dx4e    04:16:00  05:12:00  

 

And now surely N*7d or...? 

 

43.P2f - 2e!   04:30:00  05:12:00  

 

 
 

Actually, 43.N*7d is not so clear after 44.K9b 

P9d Px9d Lx9d P*9c Lx9c+ Nx9c P*9d P7d 

Px9c+ Kx9c B*6f  K8b Bx2b+ Sx5f Gx5f B6i+ 

and suddenly the bishop that was struggling is 

joining the attack while the edge attack has 

only opened the lance rank next to the king. 

Judging this too dangerous, Watanabe decides 

to further harass the bishop. 

 

44.S4ex5f    04:30:00  05:14:00  

45.G4gx5f    04:30:00  05:14:00  

46.N*4d      04:30:00  05:14:00  

47.B*3c      05:16:00  05:14:00  

48.R2b - 2a    05:16:00  05:24:00  

49.S*2b!     05:20:00  05:24:00  

 

 
 

This looks very heavy, but is actually very 

strong. For example, if the rook moves  then 

Bx2d+ followed by P1e is very good for black. 

 

50.R2ax2b    05:20:00  05:32:00  

 

No choice, but it is not really relieving the 

pressure. 

 

51.B3 cx2b+   05:20:00  05:32:00  

52.P3e - 3f    05:20:00  05:32:00  

53.R*3a      05:34:00  05:32:00  

54.P3f - 3g+   05:34:00  05:52:00  

55.R3ax3g+   05:56:00  05:52:00  

56.P*3f      05:56:00  06:17:00  

57.+R3g - 3i   05:56:00  06:17:00  

58.S*3g      05:56:00  06:24:00  

59.R2h - 1h    05:57:00  06:24:00  

60.N4dx5f    05:57:00  06:44:00  

61.P5gx5f    05:57:00  06:44:00  

62.P6c - 6d    05:57:00  06:44:00  

63.+B2bx1a   06:01:00  06:44:00  

64.P2dx2e    06:01:00  06:44:00  

65.P1f - 1e    06:12:00  06:44:00  

66.B1d - 2c    06:12:00  06:45:00  

67.+B1a - 3c   06:18:00  06:45:00  

68.B2cx5f    06:18:00  06:45:00  

69.+R3i - 5i!  06:18:00  06:45:00  
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The decisive move. Now 70.B4g+ is answered 

by L*4i. The bishop that was dropped on 1d in 

the opening has been a problem until the very 

end. 

 

70.B5f - 6e    06:18:00  06:52:00  

71.N*5f      06:21:00  06:52:00  

 

Closing the bishop out and setting up a 

decisive attack on the sixth file. The rest of the 

game is a textbook example of breaking down 

the Mino castle from the side . 

 

72.S*6c      06:21:00  07:27:00  

73.P6g - 6f    06:28:00  07:27:00  

74.B6e - 5d    06:28:00  07:27:00  

75.P6f - 6e    06:28:00  07:27:00  

76.S3g - 4f+   06:28:00  07:28:00  

77.N5fx6d    06:37:00  07:28:00  

78.S6cx6d    06:37:00  07:28:00  

79.P6ex6d    06:37:00  07:28:00  

80.P3f - 3g+   06:37:00  07:28:00  

81.+R5ix5d   06:38:00  07:28:00  

82.P5cx5d    06:38:00  07:28:00  

83.S*6c      06:38:00  07:28:00  

84.+P3g - 2h   06:38:00  07:33:00  

85.R1hx2h    06:45:00  07:33:00  

86.R*3i      06:45:00  07:33:00  

87.S6cx5b=   06:45:00  07:33:00  

88.G6ax5b    06:45:00  07:34:00  

89.P*5c      06:45:00  07:34:00  

Resigns      06:45:00  07:45:00  

 

 
 

Here Sato resigned because after 90.Rx3c+ or 

90.Rx1i+ black wins the attacking race after 

91.Px5b+. Also, 90.Gx5c is answered by 

91.G*6b and 90.G6b by 91.L*6c. A bad start to 

the title defense for Sato. He now needs to win 

the third game with the black pieces to avoid a 

nearly decisive 3-0 deficit. Another good win 

for Watanabe, who punished the dubious 

bishop drop on 1d very convincingly. 

 

 

 

Standing after game 2: 

Sato ï Watanabe 0-2 
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Game 3 

 

2013-02-13/14 

Sente: SATO Yasumitsu, Osho 

Gote: WATANABE Akira, Challenger 

 

 

1.P7g - 7f     00:00:00  00:00:00  

2.P3c - 3d     00:00:00  00:00:00  

 

In the past couple of years, Watanabe has 

been playing 2.P8d almost exclusively which is 

leaving the choice of opening to the opponent, 

but recently he has played 2.P3d more often. 

When he was around 20 years old and aiming 

for his first Ryu-O title, he played the 

Yokofudori opening a lot. Watanabe: 

"Compared to those days, there is a lot more 

variation in the position of the king and the way 

to attack. If you want to try something with 

white in the Ibisha, the Yokofudori is the 

natural choice." 

 

3.P2g - 2f     00:01:00  00:00:00  

4.P8c - 8d     00:01:00  00:08:00  

5.P2f - 2e     00:01:00  00:08:00  

6.P8d - 8e     00 :01:00  00:08:00  

7.G6i - 7h     00:01:00  00:08:00  

8.G4a - 3b     00:01:00  00:08:00  

9.P2e - 2d     00:01:00  00:08:00  

10.P2cx2d    00:01:00  00:08:00  

11.R2hx2d    00:01:00  00:08:00  

12.P8e - 8f    00:01:00  00:08:00  

13.P8gx8f    00:01:00  00:08:00  

14.R8bx8f    00:01:00  00:08:00  

15.R2dx3d    00:01:00  00:08:00  

16.B2b - 3c    00:01:00  00:09:00  

17.R3d - 3f    00:01:00  00:09:00  

18.R8f - 8d    00:01:00  00:09:00  

19.R3f - 2f    00:01:00  00:09:00  

20.S3a - 2b    00:01:00  00:09:00  

21.P*8g      00:02:00  00:09:00  

22.K5a - 5b    00:02:00  00:09:00  

23.S3i - 4h    00:06:00  00:09:00  

24.S7a - 6b    00:06:00  00:10:00  

25.K5i - 6h    00:21:00  00:10:00  

26.G6a - 5a    00:21:00  00:11:00  

27.P3g - 3f    00:28:00  00:11:00  

28.P9c - 9d    00:28:00  00:14:00  

29.S4h - 3g    01:58:00  00:14:00  

30.P9d - 9e    01:58:00  00:40:00  

31.B8hx3c+   02:19:00  00:40:00  

32.N2ax3c    02:19:00  00:40:00  

33.S7i - 8h    02:19:00  00:40:00  

34.S2b - 2c    02:19:00  01:03:00  

35.R2f - 2h    02:23:00  01:03:00  

36.S2c - 2d    02:23:00  01:04:00  

37.B*5f!     03:14:00  01:04:00  

 

 
 

An unexpected bishop drop in the middle of the 

board, but a strong move. If white doesn't act 

quickly, black has a strong attack at the head 

of the knight with P3e, or can counter attack on 

the edge with P9f because Px9f is answered 

by P*9b. In general, there is always the 

problem of an attack at the head of the bishop, 

but with the white king in the middle of the 

board, opening the position up with P5d is too 

dangerous, so the black bishop on 5f is very 

safe. After the game, Sato said that he wasn't 

too sure that the bishop on 5f would be 

working well enough, but in this game it works 

perfectly. 

 

38.S2d - 2e    03:14:00  02:06:00  

39.P*2f      03:34:00  02:06:00  

40.S2e - 3d    03:34:00  02:07:00  

41.P4g - 4f    03:35:00  02:07:00  

42.S3d - 2c    03:35:00  02:31:00  

43.P2f - 2e    04:04:00  02:31:00  

44.S2c - 1d    04:04:00  03:31:00  

45.P2e - 2d    04:06:00  03:31:00  

46.P*2f      04:06:00  03:32:00  

47.R2hx2f    04:08:00  03:32:00  

48.S1d - 1e    04:08:00  03:33:00  

49.R2f - 2h    04:09:00  03:33:00  

50.S1ex2d    04:09:00  03:33:00  
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When we compare this position with the 

position after 37.B*5f, we can see clearly that 

Watanabe's strategy has been a failure. The 

silver is back on 2d, but black has moved the 

pawn to 4f and also is the side to move here. 

Watanabe has given black two extra moves for 

free. It is not decisive, but it is clear that 

Watanabe has not been able to come up with 

something good against the bishop drop on 5f 

and that black is in the driving seat in this 

game. 

 

51.K6h - 7i    05:55:00  03:33:00  

 

Played after 1 hour and 46 minutes. Most of 

this time was probably spent on checking 

whether the natural 51.S7g was possible here. 

The conclusion was that it was very risky after 

52.P9f Px9f P*9g Lx9g P*9h S8h B*5e N7g 

N2e G3h B6d and the threat P9i+ Sx9i Bx9g+ 

is hard to defend against. The other reason 

Sato took so long for 51.K7i was that he was 

worried about the reply 52.B*5e. However, 

Watanabe didn't like this move at all, calling it 

too simple to be effective. He backed this up 

with the variation 53.S7g N2e G3h Nx3g+ 

Gx3g and the gold on 3g is actually in quite a 

good position, because the black rook works 

well in defense, giving white insufficient 

attacking options. 

 

52.P*2e      05:55:00  04:00:00  

53.S8h - 7g    06:00:00  04:00:00  

54.N8a - 9c    06:00:00  04:05:00  

55.S7g - 6f    06:12:00  04:05:00  

56.N9c - 8e    06:12:00  04:12:00  

 

 
 

Here Watanabe felt he had a strong attack and 

he was quite happy with his position. 

 

57.K7i - 8h!   06:13:00  04:12:00  

 

A complete surprise for everyone following the 

game and for Watanabe as well. Moving the 

king towards the attack is something even 

professionals find unthinkable most of the time. 

When Sato put his hand on the king to play his 

move, Watanabe was convinced that the king 

would move away from the attack to 6h and he 

couldn't believe his eyes when the king moved 

the other way to 8h. After the game Sato said 

that he had also thought about playing 57.G8h 

here, but that he reached the conclusion that 

he had to take his chances with K8h. A very 

brave decision, especially considering that he 

is already 2-0 down in the match. 

 

58.P9e - 9f    06:13:00  04:44:00  

 

In the press room the alternative 58.P2f was 

analyzed, but after 59.Sx2f P*2g R4h there is 

no good continuation for white. For example, 

B*2h is simply met with L1h. 

 

59.P9gx9f    06:13:00  04:44:00  

60.P*9g      06:13:00  04:44:00  

61.P8g - 8f    06:41:00  04:44:00  

62.L9ax9f    06:41:00  04:44:00  

63.K8h - 8g!   06:53:00  04:44:00  
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Coolly played. If black would have lost his 

nerve and played 63.P8e here, then 64.Rx8e 

P*8f R9e K8g B*9h and white wins. 

 

64.P9g - 9h+   06:53:00  04:49:00  

65.P8fx8e    06:54:00  04:49:00  

66.R8d - 9d    06:54:00  04:52:00  

67.P*9e      06:55:00  04:52:00  

68.R9dx9e    06:55:00  04:53:00  

69.K8g - 8f    06:55:00  04:53:00  

 

Sato is using the king as a defensive weapon, 

putting pressure on the attacking pieces of the 

opponent. 

 

70.R9e - 9a    06:55:00  05:02:00  

71.P8e - 8d!   06:57:00  05:02:00  

 

The decisive move, making an entering king 

impossible to stop. 

 

72.+P9hx9i   06:57:00  05:19:00  

 

Or 72.P*8b P*9b R8a N7g followed by N8e 

and N9c+ and white has no way to put 

pressure on the black king. 

 

73.P*9b      06:58:00  05:19:00  

74.R9a - 8a    06:58:00  05:20:00  

75.P8d - 8c+   06:58:00  05:20:00  

76.+P9ix8i   06:58:00  05:21:00  

77.P*8b      07:01:00  05:21:00  

78.R8a - 7a    07:01:00  05:21:00  

79.K8fx9f    07:01:00  05:21:00  

80.P7c - 7d    07:01:00  05:26:00  

81.K9f - 9e    07:09:00  05:26:00  

82.P*9f      07:09:00  06:06:00  

83.N*8e      07:15:00  06:06:00  

84.G5a - 6a    07:15:00  06:47:00  

85.L*7c      07:17:00  06:47:00  

86.S6bx7c    07:17:00  06:47:00  

87.N8ex7c+   07:18:00  06:47:00  

88.B*5a      07:18:00  06:47:00  

89.K9e - 9d    07:22:00  06:47:00  

90.B5ax7c    07:22:00  06:47:00  

91.P8b - 8a+   07:23:00  06:47:00  

92.R7ax8a    07:23:00  06:48:00  

93.+P8cx7c   07:23:00  06:48:00  

94.L*7a      07:23:00  06:48:00  

95.S*8b      07:25:00  06:48:00  

Resigns      07:25:00  06:48:00  

 

 
 

Of course we are still a long way from mate, 

but white loses the rook and the black king has 

a lot of space to run and it will be easy to make 

an entering king. White has no hope on both 

the attacking and the defensive end here, so 

Watanabe resigned here. A rare one-sided 

defeat for Watanabe, but he is still 2-1 up in 

the match and has the black pieces in the next 

game. Sato will be happy to finally be on the 

board in this third game, but he needs to win 

the fourth game with the white pieces to really 

get back into this match. 

 

 

 

Standing after game 3: 

Sato ï Watanabe 1-2 
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Game 4 

 

2013-02-19/20 

Sente: Watanabe Akira, Challenger 

Gote: Sato Yasumitsu, Osho 

 

1.P2g - 2f     00:00:00  00:00:00  

2.P3c - 3d     00:00:00  00:00:00  

3.P7g - 7f     00:00:00  00:00:00  

4.B2bx8h+    00:00:00  00:02:00  

5.S7ix8h     00:01:00  00:02:00  

6.S3a - 2b     00:01:00  00:02:00  

7.S3i - 4h     00:03:00  00:02:00  

8.S2b - 3c     0 0:03:00  00:02:00  

9.K5i - 6h     00:04:00  00:02:00  

10.R8b - 2b    00:04:00  00:03:00  

11.K6h - 7h    00:05:00  00:03:00  

12.K5a - 6b    00:05:00  00:04:00  

13.S8h - 7g    00:05:00  00:04:00  

14.K6b - 7b    00:05:00  00:05:00  

15.K7h - 8h    00:06:00  00:05:00  

16.P2c - 2d    0 0:06:00  00:12:00  

17.G6i - 7h    00:06:00  00:12:00  

18.K7b - 8b    00:06:00  00:15:00  

19.P4g - 4f    00:08:00  00:15:00  

20.S7a - 7b    00:08:00  01:02:00  

21.S4h - 4g    00:08:00  01:02:00  

22.S3c - 4d    00:08:00  01:02:00  

23.G4i - 5h    00:11:00  01:02:00  

24.P9c - 9d    00:11:00  01:02:00  

25.P9g - 9f    00:19:00  01:02:00  

26.N2a - 3c    00:19:00  01:08:00  

27.P3g - 3f    00:31:00  01:08:00  

28.G4a - 5b    00:31:00  01:41:00  

29.N2i - 3g    00:34:00  01:41:00  

30.G5b - 4b    00:34:00  01:59:00  

31.P6g - 6f    01:16:00  01:59:00  

32.R2b - 2a    01:16:00  02:01:00  

33.P1g - 1f    01:29:00  02:01:00  

34.P1c - 1d    01:29:00  02:05:00  

35.P7f - 7e    01:39:00  02:05:00  

 

 
 

Like in the second game, Sato played a direct 

Mukaibisha. Actually, in between the 2nd and 

3rd game of this Osho match, Sato and 

Watanabe played the Challenger final of the Oi 

match with the same opening. In that game 

Sato won after moving his king into the strong 

Anaguma castle. After the game, Watanabe 

said that he learned from this game and 

decided to play this Vanguard Pawn on the 7th 

file to make it less attractive for white to play 

the Anaguma castle. 

 

36.P5c - 5d    01:39:00  02:18:00  

37.R2h - 2i    02:00:00  02:18:00  

38.P8c - 8d    02:00:00  02:35:00  

39.P8g - 8f    02:04:00  02:35:00  

40.S7b - 8c    02:04:00  02:40:00  

41.S7g - 7f    02:05:00  02:40:00  

42.G6a - 7b    02:05:00  02:40:00  

 

 
 

Sato acknowledges Watanabe's vanguard 

pawn and plays a Silver Crown castle instead 

of the Anaguma. 

 

43.N8i - 7g    02:08:00  02:40:00  

44.P3d - 3e    02:08:00  03:49:00  

45.P3fx3e    02:22:00  03:49:00  

46.S4dx3e    02 :22:00  03:49:00  

47.P*3f      02:22:00  03:49:00  

48.S3e - 4d    02:22:00  03:49:00  

49.G7h - 6g    02:22:00  03:49:00  

 

It looks like this gold is moving in the wrong 

direction, but Watanabe's plan is to start an 

attack on the head of the white king with K7h 

followed by R8i and P8e. If Sato allows this to 

happen he runs the risk of being blown away 

quickly, so he has to do something quick. 

 

50.P6c - 6d    02:22:00  04:33:00  

51.K8h - 7h    03:03:00  04:33:00  

52.B*3d      03:03:00  04:36:00  
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This is Sato's counter to Watanabe's attacking 

plans. Of course white prefers to keep this 

bishop in hand, but at this square it is perfectly 

placed because it both aims indirectly at the 

black king and supports an attack on the 

second file. 

 

53.P5g - 5f    04:39:00  04:36:00  

54.G 4b- 5b    04:39:00  05:11:00  

55.R2i - 8i?!  04:42:00  05:11:00  

 

Watanabe still thought that his plan could work, 

but he should have defended differently here. 

 

56.P2d - 2e    04:42:00  05:16:00  

57.P2fx2e    04:44:00  05:16:00  

58.P5d - 5e!   04:44:00  05:18:00  

 

 
 

Watanabe had underestimated the power of 

this pawn sacrifice to open the bishop 

diagonal. 

 

59.P5fx5e    05:11:00  05:18:00  

60.N3cx2e    05:11:00  05:27:00  

61.R8i - 2i    05:11:00  05:27:00  

 

Admits the mistake, but it is not too late. Even 

though white now gets a slight advantage by 

being able to attack first, this is not decisive yet 

and black can wait for a chance to counter. Of 

course, the fact that white is able to attack first 

is a sign that Watanabe's opening strategy has 

failed. 

 

62.P*2f      05:11:00  06:14:00  

63.R2ix2f    05:11:00  06:14:00  

64.P*2d      05:11:00  06:14:00  

65.R2f - 2g    05:22:00  06:14:00  

66.N2ex3g+   05:22:00  06:28:00  

67.R2gx3g    05:25:00  06:28:00  

68.P2d - 2e    05:25:00  06:28:00  

69.P3f - 3e    05:46:00  06:28:00  

70.B3dx6g+?  05:46:00  06:28:00  

 

 
 

This is an overplay. Correct was the quiet 

70.B1b. Sato feared 71.N*3d P2f P*2b after 

this with pressure on white's major pieces, but 

after R3a the position is unclear. Watanabe 

didn't think Bx6g+ was possible here and 

admitted after the game that it had come as a 

big surprise to him. 

 

71.S7fx6g    05:46:00  06:28:00  

72.P2e - 2f    05:46:00  06:28:00  

73.P*2c      05:57:00  06:28:00  

74.R2ax2c    05:57:00  06:33:00  

75.B*5f!     05:58:00  06:33:00  

 

The problem for white. This bishop works very 

well here as it attacks both the white rook and 

the head of the white king. 

 

76.R2c - 2a    05:58:00  07:16:00  

 

Or 76.P2g+ R3i +P3h R8i and black rides the 

tokin attack to move the rook in the perfect 

position for the attack after P8e next. White 

can promote the rook with R2h+ but the black 

attack is faster. 

 

77.P*2b      06:12:00  07:16:00  
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78.R2ax2b    06:12:00  07:20:00  

79.N*7f      06:15:00  07:20:00  

 

 
 

This attacks both 8d and 6d, which are vital 

squares in the white camp. The general 

opinion in the press room here was that 

Watanabe had a clear advantage here. 

 

80.S4dx5e    06:15:00  07:22:00  

81.B5fx8c+   06:18:00  07:22:00  

82.G7bx8c    06:18:00  07:24:00  

83.B*3c      06:18:00  07:24:00  

84.P*5g      06:18:00  07:38:00  

85.G5h - 6h    06:28:00  07:38:00  

86.B*5i       06:28:00  07:49:00  

87.B3cx2b+   06:52:00  07:49:00  

88.B5ix3g+   06:52:00  07:49:00  

89.+B2bx5e   06:52:00  07:49:00  

90.+B3gx4g   06:52:00  07:49:00  

91.N7fx6d    06:52:00  07:49:00  

 

 
 

A large amount of pieces has changed hands 

and the position has become rather 

complicated. Sato actually thought that he 

might be winning here because the promoted 

bishop on 4g works well in defense. 

 

92.G5b - 6b?   06:52:00  07:56:00  

 

This is an important mistake based on a 

oversight. In the post-mortem analysis a lot of 

time was spent on this position and the 

conclusion seems to be that after 92.S*5i 

instead, the position still would have been 

unclear. For example, if black tries to go 

straight for the kill with 93.R*7b K9c P9e 

(threatening mate after S*8b) then Sx6h+ K8g 

(Kx6h leads to mate after N*7f) R*8i K7f Rx9i+ 

black can take away the mating threat while 

putting pressure on the black king. Numerous 

other variations were looked at, but no clear 

win for either side was found. 

 

93.R*2b      07:01:00  07:56:00  

94.G*6a      07:01:00  07:58:00  

95.S*7b      07:08:00  07:58:00  

96.S*5i      07:08:00  07:58:00  

97.G6hx5g!   07:23:00  07:58:00  

 

 
 

Sato had overlooked that he cannot take this 

gold because after 98.+Bx5g the promoted 

bishop no longer defends 8c so black can win 

after Rx6b+!. White has no mate and after 

Gx6b S*7a K9c Sx8c+ Kx8c G*8b K9c G*8c is 

simple mate. 

 

98.P*5b      07:23:00  07:59:00  

99.G5gx4g    07:23:00  07:59:00  

 

 

A free bishop and the end of the game. 

 

100.G6ax7b   07:23:00  07:59:00  

101.N6dx7b+  07:23:0 0  07:59:00  

102.G6bx7b   07:23:00  07:59:00  

103.G*5h     07:23:00  07:59:00  

104.N*6c     07:23:00  07:59:00  

105.+B5e - 6e  07:23:00  07:59:00  

106.P*6d     07:23:00  07:59:00  

107.+B6ex8c  07:35:00  07:59:00  

108.K8bx8c   07:35:00  07:59:00  

109.B*5f     07:35:00  07:59:00  
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110.N*6e     07:35:00  07:59:00  

111.N7gx6e   07:35:00  07:59:00  

112.P6dx6e   07:35:00  07:59:00  

113.B5fx6e   07:35:00  07:59:00  

114.N*7d     07:35:00  07:59:00  

115.P7ex7d   07:35:00  07:59:00  

116.R*7e     07:35:00  07:59:00  

117.G*7f     07:35:00  07:59:00  

118.R7ex6e   07:35:00  07:59:00  

119.G7fx6e   07:35:00  07:59:00  

Resigns      07:35:00  07:59:00  

 

 

Black has an easy win after Rx5b+ which 

threatens mate after +Rx7b Kx7b N*6d etc. 

White has nothing he can do about that and 

also has no effective attack, so Sato resigned 

here. This now gives Watanabe a 3-1 lead in 

this match and he needs only one more win to 

take the Osho title from Sato. 

 

 

 

Standing after game 4: 

Sato ï Watanabe 1-3 
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Game 5 

 

2013-03-06/07 

Sente: Sato Yasumitsu, Osho 

Gote: Watanabe Akira, Challenger 

 

1.P7g - 7f     00:00:00  00:00:00  

2.P8c - 8d     00:00:00  00:00:00  

3.S7i - 6h     00:01:00  00:00:00  

4.P3c - 3d     00:01:00  00:00:00  

5.P6g - 6f     00:01:00  00:00:00  

6.S7a - 6b     00:01:00  00:01:00  

7.P5g - 5f     00:01:00  00:01:00  

8.P5c - 5d     00:01:00  00:02:00  

9.S3i - 4h     00:01:00  00:02:00  

10.S3a - 4b    00:01:00  00:03:00  

11.G6i - 7h    00:01:00  00:03:00  

12.G4a - 3b    00:01:00  00:04:00  

13.K5i - 6i    00:01:00  00:04:00  

14.K5a - 4a    00:01:00  00:05:00  

15.G4i - 5h    00:01:00  00:05:00  

16.G6a - 5b    00:01:00  00:13:00  

17.S6h - 7g    00:01:00  00:13:00  

18.S4b - 3c    00:01:00  00:13:00  

19.B8h - 7i    00:01:00  00:13:00  

20.B2b - 3a    00:01:00  00:13:00  

21.P3g - 3f    00:01:00  00:13:00  

22.P4c - 4d    00:01:00  00:13:00  

23.G5h - 6g    00:03:00  00:13:00  

24.P7c - 7d    00:03:00  00:14:00  

25.B7i - 6h    00:03:00  00:14:00  

26.G5b - 4c    00:03:00  00:17:00  

27.K6i - 7i    00:03:00  00:17:00  

28.P9c - 9d    00:03:00  00:20:00  

29.K7i - 8h    00:04:00  00:20:00  

 

With black, Sato has played the Ibisha strategy 
in each game. First the Aigakari, then the 
Yokofudori and now the first Yagura opening in 
this series. 
 

30.P9d - 9e    00:04:00  00:22:00  

31.P2g - 2f    00:07:00  00:22:00  

32.S6b - 7c    00:07:00  00:26:00  

33.P2f - 2e    00:09:00  00:26:00  

34.P7d - 7e    00:09:00  00:29:00  

35.B6h - 4f    00:10:00  00:29:00  

36.R8b - 9b    00:10:00  00:38:00  

37.P7fx7e    01:41:00  00:38:00  

38.B3ax7e    01:41:00  00:40:00  

 

 
 

Watanabe chooses the pawn exchange on the 

7th file which can be considered good for white 

"if you can pull it off". It creates some 

weaknesses on the rook side, but if black 

cannot exploit these, white will get the better 

position. 

 

39.S4h - 3g    01:41:00  00:40:00  

40.K4a - 3a    01:41:00  00:46:00  

41.S3g - 2f    01:41:00  00:46:00  

42.K3a - 2b    01:41:00  01:01:00  

43.P3f - 3e    03:08:00  01:01:00  

44.P3dx3e    03:08:00  01:25:00  

45.P5f - 5e    03:09:00  01:25:00  

46.P5dx5e    03:09:00  02:00:00  

47.P2e - 2d    03:09:00  02:00:00  

48.S3cx2d    03:09:00  02:00:00  

49.S2fx3e    03:09:00  02:00:00  

50.S2dx3e    03:09:00  02:05:00  

51.B4fx3e    03:09:00  02:05:00  

 

Sato has moved the right silver out quickly and 

at the cost of a pawn has exchanged his 

attacking silver against the white defending 

silver. 

 

52.P*3d      03:09:00  02:05:00  

53.B3e - 4f    03:25:00  02:05:00  

54.S*3e      03:25:00  02:16:00  

55.B4fx5e    04:12:00  02:16:00  

56.B7e - 4b    04:12:00  02:41:00  

57.P6f - 6e    04:18:00  02:41:00  

58.P*5f      04:18:00  03:13:00  
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The sealed move and the position is quite 

complicated. Black cannot take this pawn 

because after 58.Gx5f P9f Px9f P*9h Lx9h 

P*9g Lx9g Bx9g+ Nx9g the move Rx9f is a fork 

on knight and gold and white wins. 

 

59.P*7f      04:32:00  03:13:00  

 

This closes the sideways threat of Rx9f, so 

now black just threatens to take the pawn on 

5f. 

 

60.P6c - 6d    04:32:00  03:17:00  

61.P*5c      04:44:00  03:17:00  

 

This is a nasty pawn drop, because white 

wants to keep the bishop diagonal open, but 

after 62.Bx5c black can follow-up with another 

dangling pawn playing 63.P*5b and after Rx5b 

has the silver drop 4a which is very 

unpleasant. 

 

62.G4cx5c    04:44:00  03:33:00  

 

This blocks the bishop, but there is no other 

way. 

 

63.G6gx5f    04:48:00  03:33:00  

64.P*5d      04:48:00  03:36:00  

65.B5e - 3g    04:48:00  03:36:00  

66.N8a - 9c    04:48:00  03:37:00  

67.G5f - 4f    05:08:00  03:37:00  

68.S3ex4f    05:08:00  03:55:00  

69.B3gx4f    05:08:00  03:55:00  

70.N9c - 8e    05:08:00  03:55:00  

71.N2i - 3g    05:15:00  03:55:00  

72.G*3f      05:15:00  04:45:00  

73.P*3c      05:26:00  04:45:00  

74.B4bx3c    05:26:00  04:51:00  

 

The start of a long and complicated line that 

Sato thought would lead to a better position for 

him. In the press room 74.Nx3c was 

extensively analyzed, but Watanabe didn't like 

to leave a hole on 2a with the bishop locked in. 

 

75.N3g - 2e    05:30:00  04:51:00  

76.G3fx4f !   05:30:00  04:55:00  

 

Here 76.B1e or B5a was considered as the 

natural reply, but Watanabe had no faith in 

77.P*3c Nx3c Nx1c+ Lx1c S*1a. 

 

77.N2ex3c+   05:42:00  04:55:00  

78.N2ax3c    05:42:00  04:58:00  

79.P4gx4f    05:42:00  04:58:00  

80.B*3g      05:42:0 0  05:12:00  

 

 
 

81.R2h - 3h    05:58:00  05:12:00  

 

Sato thought that this was good for him, so he 

didn't really consider any alternatives. In the 

post-mortem, 81.R2i was analyzed as an 

alternative here. Then 82.Bx4f+ P8f Nx7g+ 

Gx7g S*6h S*4a Sx7g+ Nx7g and then P*7h! 

turned out to be good for white. However, P*7h 

is not a mating threat and therefore Watanabe 

was not sure if he would find that move. This 

may have been the only way to try and win the 

game for Sato with a stack of pieces in hand. 

 

82.B3gx4f+   05:58:00  05:14:00  

83.P8g - 8f    06:01:00  05:14:00  

84.N8ex7g+   06:01:00  05:50:00  

85.G7hx7g    06:01:00  05:50:00  

86.S*7i      06:01:00  05:50:00  

87.K8h - 8g    06:03:00  05:50:00  

88.+B4f - 5f   06:03:00  05:50:00  

89.R3h - 7h    06:16:00  05:50:00  

90.+B5fx7h   06:16:00  06:03:00  

91.K8gx7h    06:16:00  06:03:00  

92.R*5i      06:16:00  06:06:00  

 










































































































































































































































































































